
WCHL Commentator’s Segment by Ken Larsen 

Aired on Monday September 28, 2015 

Ken Larsen 919-942-8635  KLarsen1@nc.rr.com 

website:  http://kenlarsennc.com/ 

This is Ken Larsen. 

Chapel Hill residents will have a municipal election on November 3rd.  Please vote in it. 

In 2013 less than 12% of registered voters voted.  When voter turnout is that low, special 

interests become more likely to control the future of Chapel Hill.  That can have dire 

consequences. 

Between now and election day, please drive to Elliott Road and see what is being built on the 

north side of the road … just east of Whole Foods.  It used to be a vacant lot … making no 

contribution to the tax rolls.  When finished, it will be a 7 story building of mostly luxury 

apartments.  In 2014 the Town Council gave developers the right to build that building and 

more just like it across all of Village Plaza, Eastgate, and Rams Plaza.  That approval disturbed 

me, because Eastgate is a flood zone.   

Developments similar to Village Plaza are being approved all across Chapel Hill.  It’s as if the 

current Town Council is in a mad rush to convert Chapel Hill into New York City.  In my opinion, 

traffic and flooding will become very bad.  I don’t like it. 

One might be inclined to label me as an anti-development tree-hugger.  To that I respond that 

I’m for development if it fills a community need and contributes in the way of “impact fees” 

towards subsidizing green space, schools, roads, flood control, and other basic needs.  It’s my 

belief that that is not being done in an ample way.  Evidence lies in the $ 43M bond referendum 

that lies elsewhere on the November 3rd ballot.  If developers don’t contribute via impact fees, 

then the taxpayer must shoulder the entire burden of amenities.  That’s not right in my view. 

In the time remaining between now and the election, please study the issues and decide 

whether you like or dislike the current pace of growth.  That’s the real issue.   

This is Ken Larsen.  
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