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School Achievement Gap Issue  

by Ken Larsen 

Last updated:  9:17 AM January 6, 2018 

 

Some subgroups continue to not be successful learning in the CHCCS system.  We see persistent gaps in testing 

outcomes in populations of Black, Latinos, economically disadvantaged and children with disabilities versus white and 

Asian students.  The gaps are very significant (for example, on average white/Asian students score 80% on proficiency 

test while on average blacks score about 30%, that is, more than 2/3 black students do not meet basic proficiency 

standards!) and persistent and we need to figure out how to design a system that can educate all children effectively.  

We're all connected so everyone's education is important. 

This achievement gap has been in continuous existence for almost 50 years. 

I believe that the achievement gap is an economic issue.  Wealthier families can provide their children with high speed 

internet connections and fast computers.  Poor families cannot.  Computers didn't exist when I was growing up, so I 

presume the gap was less; however, Rani Dasi told me the gap has been the same for almost 50 years. 

 

Weight Component Details 

10 Schools / 
teachers 

 "Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel." -Socrates 469 BC -399 BC 

 Teachers need to realize that “one size doesn’t fit all”.  Every child is different.  

 Curriculum needs to be tailored to individual needs. 

 There needs to be consistency.  There was a very effective volunteer-based writing 
support program that suddenly disappeared for no reason.   

9 Parents  Parents control a child’s pre-K education.  That has a massive influence on a child’s 
education. 

 Here is an example of how one parent raised three highly successful children.  

 Here is sage advice from teacher John Morrison to parents and children.  

7 BoCC  Doesn’t provide ample funding to Orange County schools. 

 In April 2017 the BoCC voted to throw massive amounts of money at the DOLRT (Durham-
Orange Light Rail) project.  That is money thrown away [details].  Schools are a far higher 
priority. 

6 NC General 
Assembly 

In recent years: 

 The NCGA used to have a State Public School Building fund.  They eliminated it in the 
recession of 2009-2010. 

 They’ve expanded the Voucher program to subsidize private education. 

 In 2016 they mandated smaller class sizes; however, they didn’t increase funding to pay 
for this mandate, so money to fund it has to be taken from other school projects [details]. 

 They eliminated Orange County’s ability to charge impact fees. 

 [News story on the assault of NC public education by Republicans] 

http://kenlarsennc.com/schoolsParentSuccessStory.htm
http://kenlarsennc.com/schoolsTeacherAdvice.htm
http://kenlarsennc.com/DOLRT101.htm
http://abc11.com/education/durham-parents-ready-to-rally-against-class-size-mandate/2869832/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/05/18/the-assault-on-public-education-in-north-carolina-just-keeps-on-coming/?utm_term=.d629b67e8ea4
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Weight Component Details 

5 NAACP  Excellence with Equity:  The Schools Our Children Deserve  This is an 87 page document 
developed by Chapel Hill/Carrboro NAACP in 2015 which documents proposals for closing 
the achievement gap.  It blames everything on racism and ascribes none of the problem to 
parenting issues. 

 Tabular list of recommendations in above document (has my comments at the bottom) 

 I regard the NAACP's Equity document as "volume 1" in the fight against the achievement 
gap.  It addresses racial issues.  I assert that there needs to be a "volume 2" to address the 
academic side of the issue.  Click here to see an early version of what I believe volume 2 
should contain. 

3 Voters  Apathetic.  Not likely to vote in the May 8, 2018 primary … which determines who will 
serve on the BoCC. 

 Erroneously believe that Chapel-Hill Carrboro schools are the best. 

4 Pre-K  (July 16, 2017) School Board member Pat Heinrich told me about the Heckman 
Equation.  It's all about the importance of 0-K intervention in the fight to close the 
achievement gap.  It has been one of the best Federal programs from the standpoint of 
Return on Investment (ROI). 

 Pre-K costs more than a program for high school students, because Pre-K children have to 
be driven to the Pre-K site by their parents.  High school kids can take a bus by 
themselves. 

2 Asian children Asian culture is such that parents have very high expectations for their children.  If a child 
comes home with an A minus, the parents will question why an A wasn't achieved.  If a child is 
subjected to racism, they will buckle down on learning ... to try to get higher grades.  That's 
their way of dealing with racism.  Asian students outscore whites for the most part.  From my 
own experience, I would ascribe similar characteristics to Jewish families.  Jewish parents 
place extremely high value on education and expect and demand that their children do well. 

(February 16, 2016) A friend of mine's wife does a lot of tutoring.  "The Asian students 
routinely study 3 hours/day.  If a white student received more than an hour's worth of 
homework, the parents would complain to the teachers." 

 

Appendix A:  Ken’s story 

It would be interesting to interview the high achievers and some of the low achievers to learn what tools and support 

they have at home.  When I was growing up in the 1950s and 60s my parents bought me a set of encyclopedias, a 

telescope, and a typewriter, and I had a room by myself with a desk.  That helped augment my classroom education, and 

I did very well ... graduating near the top of my class in high school and then going on and graduating from MIT.  My 

parents weren't able to help me with homework.  Both were born in Europe and were not well educated.  My mom was 

a housewife, and my dad was a fisherman.  He read a lot, though.  I grew up with a lot of Jewish friends.  Jewish parents 

placed extremely high value on education.  When I was a freshman at MIT there were 22 freshmen in my dormitory, and 

I was the only one of those who wasn't Jewish.   

In my sophomore year at MIT, I had my own achievement gap crisis.  In the first semester I had 2 B’s and 2 C’s.  I then 

bought a cassette recorder and began recording and transcribing my classes.  That helped me take far better notes, and I 

got 3 As and a B in my second semester. 

https://chapelhillcarrboronaacp.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/excellence-with-equity-report-final10-23.pdf
https://chapelhillcarrboronaacp.wordpress.com/
http://kenlarsennc.com/SchoolEquityRecommendations.pdf
http://kenlarsennc.com/AG2Academic.pdf
https://heckmanequation.org/
https://heckmanequation.org/
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(February 27, 2016) "Achievement Gap -Build a 3 Legged Stool" - article I wrote and submitted to the Raleigh News & 

Observer.  It gets published on March 30, 2016.  See it here and here. 

Ken’s tips: 

1. School assignments should be tailored to a child's interests.  For example, to cultivate an interest in math, have a 
baseball-interested child calculate batting averages. 

2. By my experience, online learning is better than classroom education.  I love Khan Academy. 

 

http://kenlarsennc.com/schoolsAchievementGap.htm
http://kenlarsennc.com/AGKenLarsen.jpg
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/community/chapel-hill-news/chn-opinion/article68524047.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/

