
 

 

I want to bring an issue of open government and democratic process to 
your attention. GoTriangle, Orange County, and Durham County have set 
up a working group on light rail. I went to the January 10 meeting of this 
group to inform myself, but I was not allowed to attend.  
 
By the letter of the law, there is not a quorum of any of the three boards on 
the group, so no public notice is required. But these closed meetings are in 
effect blocking public scrutiny of key decisions. Here’s how it works. In 
these meetings, the members of the group receive critical current 
information and evaluate policy choices which are hidden from the public. 
No final decisions can legally be made, but in fact a consensus may be 
reached which is then brought back to the three boards for an official 
decision. The Orange County Board, for example, will be presented  
consensus recommendations from the working group, under time pressure 
for a quick action and without having the full range of information that was 
available to the working group.  
 
The light rail project is at a critical stage, with rapid design changes being 
made to try to resolve opposition and with cost increases multiplying. The 
project represents a key choice among transit investment options that will 
foreclose other options and have a huge impact on county transit funds for 
decades. Now is the time for full public review and discussion of the project 
as final decisions and commitments are considered under a tight schedule.  
The public and also the elected officials who may later vote on the project 
need to get information as it is developed and to follow the policy debate as 
it unfolds to be able to make the best decisions, not to see limited 
information at the last minute before a vote.  
 
I petition Orange County to work with its partners to open up the working 
group and other key meetings to the public and the press. What is to be 
feared by allowing the public to see what is going on? The results will be 
positive. Better public decisions will be made if information and 
deliberations are carried out in public view. And public confidence in 
GoTriangle will increase if you let more sunshine into the process. 
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