
Pam Hemminger: 

 I have lived in Chapel Hill for almost 30 years.  I am married to Brad Hemminger a professor at 

UNC and we have raised our 4 children here.  I am a past Orange County Commissioner, a 

school board chair and I run a successful Commercial real estate business that upfits existing 

buildings.  I have served on several town committees and numerous non-profit boards such at 

Habitat, Triangle Land Conservancy, Rainbow Soccer and the Sierra Club where I have worked 

to help them to become financially sustainable. 

I am running for mayor because:  There is a huge “disconnect” between the things we value 

and the choices our leadership is making.  

* We know we need to diversify our tax base with more commercial development yet we are 

approving major residential projects that will only cost us more in services and reduce the 

number of places for those commercial opportunities.   

*We say we value environmental standards yet we are allowing building into stream corridors 

and not promoting green building or open spaces.  

* We say we want affordable housing, but there is no strategic plan or goals set and we only 

ask for small proportions in dense development while creating an abundance of luxury 

apartments.   

*We say we stand for Social Justice yet we do not follow through with our commitments like 

Rogers Road Community Center.  

*And mostly, we say we want to include citizen input but then we ignore all the 

recommendations from our own appointed advisory boards and cut citizens off as they are 

expressing their opinions.   

I have experience in Government, our school system, many non-profit organizations and as a 

small business owner.   My collaborative leadership style involves reaching “in” to 

communities bringing the many diverse voices to the table to help solve the complex problems 

that we face as a community.   

We need leadership that is inclusive, sets priorities and works with our partners such as UNC, 

the schools and county.   We can have good development that meets our goals and protects the 

public good, while making our community a diverse and vibrant place to live and work.   

Our town area is defined with the rural buffer which means we will continue to have dense 

development.  We need to make sure that our high standards are reflected in those projects as 

there will be less and less opportunities to have open green spaces or affordable housing.  We 



need to find real ways to encourage economic growth while maintaining a good quality of life 

for all of our citizens.   My past experiences and collaborative leadership style will help lead us 

to success. 

For more information please go to my website – PamHemminger.com 

I appreciate your support and your vote. 

 

 


