
 Community members governed Chapel Hill when I moved here 20 years ago. Over time, 

I’ve seen decision-making shift to career politicians. Recent actions by Town Council seem to 

benefit only a select segment, rather than move the town as a whole forward. It’s time for the 

community to have more voice in shaping our town. That’s why I’m running for Town Council. 

 I started the Chapel Hill Watch blog in 2009 because I was concerned about a lack of 

transparency and community involvement in decisions by Town Council that affected our quality 

of life. Over the past six years, I have watched nearly every Town Council meeting, researched 

issues, and sometimes spoken out at public hearings and advisory board meetings. I post my 

findings and opinions on the blog and welcome differing ideas. Diverse viewpoints lead to better 

decisions. By giving the community a venue for opinions, I empower the community’s voice. I 

will continue that role on Town Council.   

Before I had children, I was a probation and parole officer in New York City, for the state 

and federal courts. People landed in my office because of decisions they had made. Once there, 

they had the opportunity to make better decisions that would shift their trajectory. We could 

work together to put them on a path that would get them where they wanted to go. I believe I 

could serve a similar function on Town Council, adding new ideas to discussions to shift the 

trajectory so we can live into the Chapel Hill we envision. 

Through my work in probation and the interviews I do as a writer and my experiences as 

a mom, I have developed the resiliency to ask hard questions and to see goals through, even in 

the face of resistance. I will bring that ability to Town Council.  

So many people have told me they moved to Chapel Hill because of the excellent schools 

and the unique character of the community. That sense of community is strengthened when the 

people who work here live here. I’ve long been an advocate of affordable housing. I am attuned 

to the challenges of affordability, and I see steps we can take, large and small, to stop talking and 

start doing.  

 Chapel Hill is going to grow, of course. And we will want to evolve over time. As we 

add density, we must be mindful about where we build so new development doesn’t flood out its 

neighbors or drive out independent businesses. Those local businesses contribute to the town’s 

character and local economy and tend to be more motivated to stay in town, even during 

economic downturns.  

I love Chapel Hill, just as you do. Know that as a Town Council member I will be a voice 

to empower the community at the decision-making table. I have the resilience to ask hard 

questions and see projects through. And I keep affordability foremost in my mind. That’s why 

I’d like your vote for Town Council.  

– Nancy E. Oates 


