
Jessica Anderson  

Five years ago, my husband and I chose to move back to North Carolina and start our family in Chapel Hill. We 
chose this town because of its commitment to community and education, social justice and environmental 
protections, creativity and progressive thought.  

However, I see many things that concern me about the direction of our town. My concern has motivated me to 
want to help change the direction of our town by serving as an elected leader.  

 I see unique local institutions, like Pepper’s Pizza, being replaced by dime-a-dozen chains such as Mellow 
Mushroom and Old Chicago. 

 I see wasted opportunities to preserve green spaces, improve connectivity and promote cycling and 
walkability in the development plans for Obey Creek and Ephesus Fordham. 

 I see a focus on developing luxury housing for renters and part-timers, rather than true affordable housing 
for those who contribute to our community by protecting us, enriching our lives with music and art and 
teaching our children. 

 I see our excellent schools being threatened by overcrowding, with no plan to accommodate any of the 
new children that these residential developments will attract.  

 And, most importantly, I see a strong disconnect between what we say we value as a community and 
what we’re doing as a town. 

That’s why I am running for Chapel Hill Town Council.   

As a true outsider to Chapel Hill politics, I have no loyalties to outside developers or community organizations. My 

only loyalty will be to you, the residents of our special town.  

In addition, as a trained K-12 education policy analyst, I have a proven track record of bringing diverse stakeholders 

to the table to solve problems. I have worked with educators and students in Japan, homeless teenage mothers 

and social workers in Boston, inner city students and parents in Los Angeles, and state and local education leaders 

and practitioners across North Carolina. In total, these experiences have taught me the power of collective, 

inclusive decision-making and the value of social justice. Most importantly, they’ve taught me the humility to 

admit when I don’t have all the answers. 

And that’s where I especially hope to involve each of you. As your town council representative, I want to make 

sure you have a voice in these important decisions that impact our town’s traffic, schools, environment, character 

and your overall quality of life. That’s my promise to you. I will listen. 

I believe that, together, we can help bridge that large gap that currently exists between our community’s values 

and our town’s decisions with meaningful actions.  

 

 


