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I’m running for Town Council because I love Chapel Hill and want to protect its 
neighborhoods and local businesses from reckless development that ignores 
fiscal, traffic and environmental impacts. 
 
I’m running because I want to promote development and policies that make our 
town better, stronger, greener, and more beautiful, not just bigger, more 
crowded, and more exclusive. 
 
I’m running because I want to empower you, the citizens, to have a stronger 
voice in Town government decisions. 
 
I have lived in Chapel Hill for more than 40 years. I grew up here, attended UNC, 
and am raising my own children here. I understand what makes this town special 
—our strong neighborhoods and verdant tree canopy, our college town ambience 
and sense of community— and what we need to do to keep it special. I will work 
to capitalize on our unique strengths while maintaining our commitment to 
education, inclusion and good stewardship of our environment. 
 
With my professional background as a scientist and educator, I will delve into the 
details of town budgets and land use plans in order to understand the challenges 
and choices we face, ask tough questions to make sure the citizens and 
taxpayers are getting a fair deal, and insist that decisions are based on facts and 
analysis, rather than myths and wishful thinking. 
 
As a father of two young children, I will work to maintain the excellence of our 
public schools, ensure the safety of our neighborhoods and public places and 
provide recreational opportunities for all of our residents. 
 
I have spent the past several years working and advocating on behalf of Chapel 
Hill neighborhoods and small businesses. In this work, I have demonstrated an 
ability to educate myself about complex governance issues, formulate policy 
positions on the basis of evidence and analysis, build town-wide coalitions 
around issues of mutual concern, and advocate effectively for policies that serve 
the public interest.  
 
For example, beginning in 2010, I led the effort to protect and revitalize Little 
Ridgefield, a socioeconomically and ethnically diverse neighborhood of 
moderately-priced single-family homes. This effort culminated recently in Little 
Ridgefield being officially designated the Town’s newest Neighborhood 
Conservation District.  
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In 2014, I joined with residents from throughout Chapel Hill to help improve the 
redevelopment plan for the new Ephesus-Fordham district, to ensure that the 
redevelopment of the district produces community benefits such as affordable 
housing, public recreation space, environmental protection, energy efficient 
construction, and support for local businesses.  

 
As your elected representative, I will 
◦       Encourage development that provides housing for teachers, artists, public 
safety workers and other moderate-income households, not just luxury 
apartments;  
◦       Work with UNC to attract high-skill, high-wage commercial research and light 
industry enterprises to employ our citizens and help finance government 
services;  
◦       Find cost savings by making better use of local expertise and curb the 
reckless borrowing that threatens our town finances; 
◦       Implement a town-wide bike plan to make bicycling in Chapel Hill safer, more 
convenient, and more enjoyable;  
◦       Work to preserve and strengthen the college town character of our downtown 
and historic neighborhoods; 
 
If this is the kind of leadership you want to see, I hope that you will vote for me on 
Election Day. 


